Missing My Best Friend begins with how
an enduring friendship is forged between
two young boys. Over a year passes; then
tragedy strikes.

With honesty, compassion, and sensitivity, Knapp’s
evocative and comforting words address issues children
have when someone they care about dies unexpectedly.
Missing my Best Friend is an insightful story to read
aloud with children to encourage a conversation about an
important and challenging topic; and Faythe Mills’ soft
pastel drawings poignantly capture the tender nature of
children’s friendships and the healing power of love.

“Norma has captured how a child heals from loss, the
love and support of family and friends close, and is open
to the range of emotions felt. Through the medium of
art, memories and emotions are illustrated; and now (we
have) a picture book that gives words to feelings and
situations that can be confusing for families and children.
A beautiful resource for both children and families."
--Mary Hammargren RN MA
Licensed Psychologist

How does a family cope with unexpected
loss? Told through the eyes of the young
boy, this story addresses his grief and
shows how parents and grandparents can
help a child mourn and cope with the
unexpected loss of someone close.
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Faythe Mills is a graphic artist living in
Glenwood, Minnesota, on beautiful Lake
Minnewaska. Although she works with a
variety of mediums, pastels are her
favorite when illustrating. She has also
illustrated 'The Captain's Hat' and 'The
Adventures of Molly & Skunky' for Deb
Mercier. She has been blessed with two
sons and five grandchildren. Her
artwork and books can be found at:
www.mnartists.org/faythe_mills
http://web.mac.com/faytheam
http://minnewaskapress.com

In Missing my Best Friend author Norma Thorstad
Knapp has crafted a story about the power of
friendship between two young boys, the subsequent grief
when one boy dies, and the power of a family’s love.
Told through the eyes of a young boy, this is a beautifully
written and illustrated book about one boy’s grief, how
his family is affected, and how parents and
grandparents gently help him cope and heal.

Thorstad Knapp

Norma Thorstad Knapp grew up in
western North Dakota, Idaho, and
Oregon. Her family moved often, giving
her a rich foundation for writing. After
college, she worked as a registered
nurse, educator, crisis counselor, youth
specialist, and bereavement facilitator in
cities in North Dakota, Texas, and
Minnesota. She has published numerous
stories, essays and poems; several
short stories and a sermon have won
awards. Her days are full with reading,
writing, traveling, time with
grandchildren, creating note cards, and
hospice volunteer bereavement work.
She has a grown daughter and son and
four grandchildren.

Feelings of sadness and anger that the
child has are sensitively portrayed, and
the book further shows ways adults can
help a young child commemorate the loss
of a special life, and eventually heal.
This warm and gentle gift of love, Missing
My Best Friend is mirrored by its
understated, realistic pastel drawings.

MISSING MY BEST FRIEND
Written By Norma Thorstad Knapp
Illustrated By Faythe Mills

The book not only celebrates the
resilience of children, but the help and
love that caring adults can bring to the
life of a child during a time of tragedy.

